
e WHAT IS THE CONGRESSIONAL APP CHALLENGE? 
The Congressional App Challenge is the official student STEM competition 
of the U.S. House of Representatives. It's an annual nationwide competition 
hosted by Members of Congress designed to inspire middle and high school 

students to explore STEM fields. 

0 WHO CAN PARTICIPATE? 
Middle and high school students who live in or attend school in a participating 

congressional district are eligible to take part in the Congressional App 
Challenge. Students can enter individually or as part of a team of up to four 

members, and there is no cost to enter the competition. Each participant may 
only submit one app and may only compete in one district. 

Cl HOW TO ENTER THE CHALLENGE 
Any app coded after October 30, 2025 is eligible. Register online and once 

your app is built, submit a short video showing what it does and how it 

works, along with a brief description, the tools used, and what inspired you. 
Every participating Member of Congress selects a district winner-meaning 
hundreds of students from all 50 states are recognized each year. 
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0 REAL STUDENTS. REAL PROJECTS. REAL IMPACT 
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ShelterSearch CA-12 I 2024 Winner 

ShelterSea rch  is a web app that uses a shelter database, a 

recommendation algorit hm, OpenAI l angua ge models, a nd 

geocoding APls to deliver personalized, trauma-informed 

s helter recommendations a nd action plans to unhoused 

yout h, with automated SMS follow-up for ea sy acc ess. 

Citrus Al FL-17 I 2024 Winner 

Citrus Al combines educational resources with a n  Al­

powered tool tha t  uses a neural network to a nalyze ima ges 

of c i trus leaves or fruit, detecting and identify ing three 

major diseases with over 95 perc ent accuracy to help 

Florida growers protect their crops a nd livelihoods. 

RoadSafe DE-00 I 2024 Winner 

RoadSa fe is a mobile app t hat levera ges Al-driven 

computer vis ion, speec h recognition ,  a nd GPS to monitor 

drivers in real t ime, detec t ing drowsiness, distraction, and 

speeding, a nd providing timely alerts to help prevent 

acc idents and make roads sa fer for everyone. 

Tiny Thinkers MN-06 I 2024 Winner 

Tiny Thinkers is a mobile app that helps children with 

autism build soc ial  and emotional skills t hrough interactive 

lessons, videos, quizzes,  a nd progress tracking, providing

a n  acc essible, supportive resourc e for fa mil ies on their

developmental journey.

NATIONWIDE REACH. REMARKABLY BIPARTISAN. 

The Congressional App Challenge is one of the most bipartisan init ia t ives in Congress, 

with overwhelming majorities of both  parties coming together to support students and 

STEM education. In 2025, 394 Members of Congress hosted the Challenge -

representing over 90% of distric ts across all 50 states and beyond. During the 118th 

Congress, 412 congressional offices hosted a t  least one Challenge. Student participation 

continues to grow: in 2025, 13,830 students registered, submitt ing a record 4,650 fully 

funct ioning apps. 

CONGRESSIONAL APP 

CHALLENGE BY THE 

NUMBERS 

84,774 

25,120 

+91%

93% 

+50%

App Challenge 
Alumni 

Apps Created 
Smee 2015 

Alumni Interested 
in STEM Careers 

of the 118 Congress 
Hosted an A�p Challenge 

of 2025 Students from 
Underserved Backgrounds 

INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION 

The Challenge inspires students to pursue 

STEM. Nearly 91 % considering STEM 

careers after competing and 86 % 

recommending it to friends. More than 

89% of former participants go on to study 

STEM fields in college. It also broadens 

access to tech, with over half of 

participants coming from 

underrepresented groups in the Silicon 

Valley workforce. 

SCAN FOR REGISTRATION 

INFORMATION AND FREE CODING 

RESOURCES 
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